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is setting a new standard of economy for his household.
Instead of following custom and allowing his servants
to take as much grain as they please from the house-
hold store, he has fixed a daily limit of one pound per
man and of two pounds per guest. In short, there
are signs of awakening amongst the landlords of the
district.

TheArora What has been said above relates only to the
Proprietor Muhammadan landlord. The Hindu landowner is
numerically much less important, but as proprietor and
farmer much more satisfactory, The Shorkot tahsil,
where Hindus own 64,000 acres, is described by the
settlement officer as 'fortunate in its Hindu proprietory
element';I and in the Jhang tahsil, where they own over
100,000 acres, they are said to be 'the most industrious
as well as the most capable of all the proprietors', and
'even when they cultivate with their own hands, make
much better use of the soil than do their Muhammadan
neighbours',2 Most of these proprietors are Aroras,
a community better known as traders and money-lenders
than as farmers; but industry and capacity tell in farm-
ing as in everything else. Another advantage they have
is that they do not depend solely upon agriculture, but
supplement it by money-lending or shopkeeping, or by
both. As village money-lenders, they have not a good
reputation, and I was informed to-day on the best
authority that the police had recently impounded a num-
ber of their account books with borrowers' thumb-,
marks on blank pages, which to some extent bears out
what was said against them yesterday. On the other
hand, the settlement officer writes: 'There is no doubt
that, in so far as money is concerned, . . . the existence
of the bania, in spite of his charging exorbitant interest,
is a real boon to some of these people,'3
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